
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND News Bulletin 
Issue: March 2024 

Welcome 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Worcestershire SEND News Bulletin.  
 
What a short but intense Spring term it has been, we hope that it has been a smooth one for you and 
your school community. 
 
In this bulletin you will find information and updates from a range of national and local service providers 
and support teams. 
 
We encourage you to read and share with relevant colleagues within your school. We hope that you find 
the information useful and, as always, would welcome any feedback you may have.  
 
Thank you again for your continued hard work, we wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break. 
 
 
Helen Harris                                                                      Melanie Barnett                

Learning & Teaching Adviser, SEND/Inclusion           Director for All Age Disability (0-25)       
 
 

                
  





NATIONAL NEWS & UPDATES 
 
JCQ Access Arrangements Guidance 
 
The Joint Council for Qualifications has recently published an information sheet for schools and colleges 
to share with parents to help their understanding of access arrangements and reasonable adjustments. 
Download the information sheet 
 
Ofqual want to understand more about SENCOs’ experience of access arrangements and reasonable 
adjustments made for students taking exams and assessments. If you are a SENCO who would like to 
take part in an online, hour-long focus group during the week commencing 15 April 2024, please contact 
Ofqual by Thursday 21 March 2024 to express your interest - strategicrelationshipsgq@ofqual.gov.uk  
 
 

Kooth Update 
 
Kooth offer 24/7 instant access to anonymous and personalised mental health support to your patients, 
including those who do not meet thresholds or are on a waiting list for CAMHS and NHS Talking 
Therapies. 
 
A recent survey conducted amongst young people using Kooth showed that: 
 

• 78% said they would be concerned or very concerned if Kooth was no longer available in their 
area 

• 96% said it was important that they could access Kooth after school or work 
• 97% said it was important that they did not need a referral to access Kooth 
• 



Senior Mental Health Lead Training Grant 
 
The latest data for the take-up of the DfE’s senior mental health lead training grant has now been 
published and over 15,000 schools and colleges across the country have already benefitted from the 
offer. 
 
The latest figures show take-up across Worcestershire is 74%, compared to 70% across the Midlands, 
and approximately 67% of state-funded schools and colleges nationally. 
 
The DfE are keen to encourage further take up of the grant across the country, as having a trained 
senior mental health lead in a setting plays an important role in the whole school/college approach 
benefitting the mental health and wellbeing support for children and young people. This is a great 
opportunity for schools and colleges to access funded training which offers full flexibility to meet the 
needs of the individual setting. 

If you haven’t already taken up this opportunity, we encourage you to do so. 

Download Senior Mental Health Lead Training Grant Flyer 
 
Full details of the grant and how to apply can also be found on the DfE website at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/senior-mental-health-lead-training 
 
  



LOCAL NEWS & UPDATES 
 

Worcestershire SENCo Network 
 
It was great to see so many SENCos attend the recent face-to-face Network Locality meetings, we know 
how much you value the opportunity to meet and talk with other SENCos and hope you found the 
sessions informative and supportive.  
 
The proposed date for the Summer Term “Inclusion Conference” is Tuesday 18th June 2024 so please 
pop this date in your diary! This will be the only SENCo Network event that will have a cost attached  - 
further details will be shared after the Easter break. 
 
The Summer Term virtual briefing session will be recorded and made available to SENCos who have 
booked a place but are not able to attend the live session. 
 

Course 
title 

Overview Date Time Location Cost CPD 
codes 

SENCo National and local SEND updates to 
ensure SENCos are aware of latest 
information to support delivery of  

   
     

    
    

     
     

7 

 

3.30pm Virtual Free CPD 

PD
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Attendance and CME Resources and Information  
 
The Attendance and CME web pages continue to be updated with new features and resources for 
parents, schools and other professionals: Attendance and CME | Worcestershire County Council 
If you have identified attendance information or resources that would be useful for you and are 
not already included, please let us know by emailing: edinvservice@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk 
 
Attendance Helpline - 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hxj0rDe900WeZUfNttpsUS
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/improving-schools-and-settings/early-years/early-years-inclusion/early-years-inclusion-process
https://ehmportal.worcschildrenfirst.org.uk/web/portal/pages/healthprovidernotificationh1#h1
mailto:eynotification@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk


https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-therapy-referral
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-therapy-referral
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-therapy-referral
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/paediatric-resources
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/paediatric-resources
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/learning-support-team
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-therapy-referral
https://www.hacw.nhs.uk/childrens-therapy-referral
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Herefordshire & Worcestershire SENDIASS  
 
Training Videos 
 
The Herefordshire and Worcestershire Special Educational Needs/Disability Information, Advice 
and Support Service (SENDIASS) have released their Online Information Session as a Training 
Video. This video explains the SENDIASS service and how the team can support families of children 
and young people with SEND in Herefordshire and Worcestershire.  
 

http://www.hwsendiass.co.uk/
http://www.hwsendiass.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/O1huUZ9o7nY
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/what-we-do-sendiass-herefordshire-and-worcestershire/how-we-can-help
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-training-videos-meet-professionals
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KkMENtATJZe3cOH9n7AsMkD0AdrAs0CQ?usp=sharing
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-parent-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/what-does-good-education-health-care-plan-ehcp-look-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/what-does-good-education-health-care-plan-ehcp-look-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/how-check-draft-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/how-check-draft-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/guide-send-support-including-graduated-approach-response
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-parent-and-carers/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-parents-and-carers
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Workshops currently available for Professionals: 
 

• Autism & Me (Developed by Autistic Young People) Workshop for Professionals- HW 
SENDIASS 

 
• Herefordshire and Worcestershire SENDIASS Online Information Session for Professionals 

 
• Special Educational Needs (SEN) Support and The Graduated Response in Schools 

Workshop for Professionals- HW SENDIASS 
 

• What Does a Good Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) look like? Workshop for 
Professionals- HW SENDIASS 

 
All sessions are interactive, enabling participants to ask questions. 
 
If you have any questions about the workshops or would like to host a session at your setting, 
please contact SENDIASSTraining@worcestershire.gov.uk for more information.  
 
Contact SENDIASS 
 
For free, impartial information, advice and support on matters relating to children and young 
people who have or may have SEND, contact SENDIASS on 01905 768153 Monday-Friday 8.30am-
4pm or email sendiass@worcestershire.gov.uk  
 
For regular Special Educational Needs/Disabilities (SEND) updates, sign up to the SENDIASS mailing 
list by clicking the sign-up link on their SENDIASS Contact page or follow them on social media: 
 

• Facebook-HWSENDIASS 
• X-HWSENDIASS 
• Instagram-HWSENDIASS 

 
 
  

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/autism-me-developed-autistic-young-people-workshop-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/herefordshire-and-worcestershire-sendiass-online-information-session-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/special-educational-needs-sen-support-and-graduated-approach-response-schools-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/special-educational-needs-sen-support-and-graduated-approach-response-schools-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/what-does-good-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-look-professionals
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/sendiass-training/sendiass-workshops-professionals/what-does-good-education-health-and-care-plan-ehcp-look-professionals
mailto:SENDIASSTraining@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:sendiass@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass/contact-sendiass
https://www.facebook.com/hwsendiass
https://twitter.com/hwsendiass
https://www.instagram.com/hwsendiass/
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Cross LA SEND processes and health referrals 
 
A reminder to SENCos and Inclusion Leaders that all EHCNA requests should be made to the Local 
Authority within which the pupil resides. For example, should a child or young person attend a 
Worcestershire school but live in a neighbouring authority, then an EHCNA request should be 
submitted to the LA linked to the child or young person’s home address.  
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Dyslexia Support Tutoring Opportunities 
 
Hereford and Worcester Dyslexia Association (HWDA) would like to support final year student 
teachers gain experience with teaching children with specific learning difficulties.  
 
Please share the Tutoring Opportunities flyer with any interested colleagues. 
 
If you any primary or secondary final year teaching students would like to support and tutor at 
one of their wonderful child-friendly teaching workshops, please get in touch.  
 
For more information or to arrange an informal chat, please contact Katrina Kear-Wood at 
president@hwda.org.uk or contact any of the Senior Tutors listed in the Tutoring Opportunities 
flyer. 
 
 
Dyslexia Support Tutors Required 
 
Are you passionate about teaching children with dyslexia? Would you like to support and tutor at 
one of HWDA’s  
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WCF Autism Training 
 
The Autism training for October 2023 to July 2024 is now available for schools to book and 
includes several NEW and FREE courses for this academic year. If you would like to find out more 
either visit CPD (opens in new window) or download the  Schools Training Directory from our 
Training Website (opens in new window) 
  

•  An introduction to Emotional Regulation for Autistic Learners 
•  Autism and Puberty 
•  Autism with Demand Avoidance caused by Anxiety 
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Effective deployment of Teaching Assistants 
 
This is a practical, 2-part course designed for Teaching Assistants to enhance their inclusive 
practices within the classroom and beyond. The aims of the course are to: 
 

•  Understanding the role of the TA usi
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Educational Psychology training available durin
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RESOURCES 
 

SEND 
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SHINE A LIGHT - SHARING EFFECTIVE PRACTICE  
 

Worcestershire Autism Mentor (WAM) 2024 Conference Highlights 
 
In February, WCF held its first Worcestershire Autism Mentor (WAM) Conference. A big “thank 
you” to everyone who participated to make the day a success – and we mean everyone! WAM’s 
especially, as without them, there would be no conference and a gap in what Worcestershire 
schools provide for autistic pupils. 
 
The conference opened with  parent, Hazel, sharing insights into what was helpful and what was 
unhelpful for her, and her son, as they journeyed  through the education system, from Reception 
to University. This provoked thoughtful discussion, and feedback has highlighted changes that 
WAM’s intend to make in their practice and offer in school.  Mentors had sessions on the use of 
games to promote social interaction and connection, and the use of energy meters as practical 
emotional regulation strategies. There was a presentation on psychological theory around autism 
and ho
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CONTACTS  
 

SENCo Contact Details 
 
Please ensure that we have the current email address (school/work based) for your school’s 
SENCo/Inclusion Leader or SEND Team to enable them to receive ongoing communications 
including updates, information, Bulletins, and training opportunities. 
 
If your SENCo/Inclusion Leader has a change of email address, please email 
sread2@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk to ensure your school’s details are updated. Thank you. 




