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Purpose of this guidance 

When a death occurs to a close member within a school community there is usually a profound sense 

of sho

https://uktraumacouncil.org/resources/critical-incidents


http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
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communicate the news 
of a suicide  

Communication 
with the bereaved 
family 

 Who is the most natural member of school 
staff to maintain contact with the family? 
(Allocate a key adult with an existing good 
relationship who can 

https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/grieving-for-a-child-of-any-age
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/grieving-for-a-child-of-any-age
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
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Videos for 
Parents/carers: 
Child Bereavement UK 
supporting a bereaved 
child video 
 
Child Bereavement UK 

https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.winstonswish.org/coronavirus-supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people/
https://www.winstonswish.org/coronavirus-supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.cruse.org.uk/about-cruse/publications/recommended-books/books-for-children
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
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 Create a Suicide Prevention Action Group 

https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
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Further information, guidance and support: 

WCF Educational Psychology Service: This service will provide free immediate psychological support 

to a setting following the death of a child or staff member.  If

mailto:edpsych@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
https://uktraumacouncil.org/resources/critical-incidents
https://www.winstonswish.org/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.samaritans.org/
/bereaved-suicide-service
/bereaved-suicide-service
https://suicidebereavementuk.com/immediate-support-resources/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/contact-step-step-team/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/


http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/for-schools/death-of-a-staff-member
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/for-schools/death-of-a-staff-member
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/for-schools/death-of-a-staff-member
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
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http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus/coronavirus-what-say-when-someone-grieving
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expect from their child so that they are prepared 
and can offer support at home 

Guidance for parents to 
support them talking to 
children about death  

 
Video

https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.winstonswish.org/coronavirus-supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people/
https://www.winstonswish.org/coronavirus-supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.cruse.org.uk/about-cruse/publications/recommended-books/books-for-children
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
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Suspected suicide: 
postvention 

Undertake a circles of vulnerability exercise to 
identify those who may need specific support or be 
at additional risk. Liaise with outside organisations 
such as sport clubs/activity groups. Appendix A. 
 
The school may decide to maintain a register of 
suicide attempts and unexpected/more intense 
self-harm across the whole school population until 
at least the first anniversary of the death or the 
inquest whichever is the later. See Appendix C. 
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/bereaved-suicide-service
https://www.winstonswish.org/death-through-suicide/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/sudden-death-including-accidents-suicide-and-homicide
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d5102cad-ded8-4624-a73f-dda9e8a5acf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A1gCd8oy9c
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/resources-for-bereavement-by-sudden-death
https://uksobs.org/about/suicide-bereavement/supporting-the-bereaved/supporting-children-and-young-adults/
https://papyrus-uk.org/
https://supportaftersuicide.org.uk/
https://supportaftersuicide.org.uk/support-guides/help-is-at-hand/


https://www.winstonswish.org/death-through-homicide/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/sudden-death-including-accidents-suicide-and-homicide
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d644ab2e-e8fc-4685-84b0-53ba733c80ba
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mailto:rts@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:rts@worcestersire.gov.uk
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 Education Psychology 

 SUDIC Nurse 

 Bereaved by suicide service 

 CAMHS 

 School Nurse  

Bereavement Support  

Comms  

Outstanding concerns and actions needed 

 

All 

Wider-system issues 

Possible system-wide response/support needs e.g. process change, wider 

health promotion, wider surveillance needs, additional monitoring. 

 

 

 

Opportunities for preventative action 

 

 

AOB 

 

All 

Next meeting  

 

Ref: Identifying and responding to suicide clusters (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 

Appendix C: Register of suicide attempts and unexpected/more 

intense self-harm 

Confidentiality, no names, password protection, restrict sharing. 

 

Please use this spreadsheet (available to download via Google Drive) to record cases of suicide 

attempts or self-harm that are or maybe related to the original suspected suicide. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839621/PHE_Suicide_Cluster_Guide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12Lpc6VrUvyK4_2_q4Xy_exr10ZKMJ9pL/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104614019244211991329&rtpof=true&sd=true

